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CRITICAL THEORY TODAY 

1. Here are three questions to get you started: 

e What are some common fears that new students of critical theory have? 

e How can learning about critical theory enhance our understanding of literature? 

e Are there any notable exceptions to the technical jargon found in theoretical writing? 
ACTIVITY 
1. Summarize the main points of the article in your own words. Write a brief paragraph that 


captures the essence of what the article is about. 


2. Identify and define at least three key terms or concepts from the article that were new to 
you. Write a short definition for each term and explain why it is important in the context of 


critical theory. 


3. Choose one of the literary works mentioned in the article (such as Fitzgerald's novel) and 
apply one of the critical theories discussed in the article to analyze it. Write a short essay that 


explains how this theory helps you understand the work in a new way. 


4. Research one of the critical theories mentioned in the article (such as feminist theory or 
postcolonial theory) and write a brief report on its history, key concepts, and major 


proponents. 


5. Imagine you are teaching a class on critical theory to high school students who have never 
encountered these ideas before. Design a lesson plan that introduces them to one of the 
theories discussed in this article, using examples from popular culture (such as movies or TV 


shows) to help illustrate your points. 


6. Write a reflection on your own experience reading literature, considering how learning 


about critical theory might change or enhance your approach to reading and interpreting texts. 


SELDEN - INTRODUCTION 
1. Here are three questions to consider while reading: 
e Who were the previous contributors to the guide, and how did they update it over 


time? 


LITERATURE II 
INTRODUCTION TO CRITICAL LITERARY THEORIES 
Prof. Eugenia Raffo 


e What are some of the key concepts and theories covered in the guide, and how do 
they relate to contemporary literature? 
e How has the guide evolved over time, and what new insights or perspectives does this 
latest edition offer? 
ACTIVITY 
1. Summarize a chapter of the guide in your own words, highlighting the key concepts and 


theories discussed. 


2. Compare and contrast two different theories or approaches to literary analysis, discussing 


their similarities and differences. 


3. Analyze a literary text using one of the theories or approaches discussed in the guide, 


providing specific examples from the text to support your analysis. 


4. Create a mind map or concept map that visually represents the different theories and 


approaches covered in the guide, showing how they relate to each other. 


5. Write a critical response to one of the chapters in the guide, discussing your own thoughts 


and opinions on the topic. 


6. Participate in a group discussion or debate about a particular theory or approach, exploring 


different perspectives and interpretations. 


7. Apply one of the theories or approaches to a contemporary cultural artifact (such as a film, 
TV show, or video game), analyzing how it can be used to understand and interpret this 


artifact. 


RELATE THE LITERARY ARTICLES 
The article "Critical Theory Today" by Lois Tyson and the article "Aestheticism and 
Decadence" by Raman Selden can be connected in a number of ways. Here are a few possible 


interactions between the two articles: 
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Compare and contrast the critical approaches taken in each article. How do Tyson's ideas 
about critical theory differ from Selden's ideas about aestheticism and decadence? Are there 


any similarities between the two approaches? 


2. Apply one of Tyson's theories to a literary work that Selden discusses in his article. For 
example, you could use Tyson's ideas about feminist criticism to analyze a work that Selden 


describes as having feminist themes. 


3. Use Selden's discussion of aestheticism and decadence to critique one of the theories 
presented by Tyson. For example, you could argue that Tyson's focus on social justice 
overlooks the importance of aesthetic pleasure in literature, which is a key component of 


Selden's argument. 


4. Explore how both articles relate to contemporary issues or debates in literary studies. For 
example, you could discuss how Tyson's ideas about critical theory might be applied to 
current discussions about diversity and representation in literature, while also considering 
how Selden's ideas about aestheticism might be relevant to debates about the value of 


literature in contemporary society. 


